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| At a Meeting of the Freebéldérs and other Inhabitants fF 
the Town eof BOSTON, legally afembled at Watertown, MARCH gh, — 
"770. ! : . ; ss 


OF ED, That the Thanks of the Inhabitants of the on of at 

be given to the Rev. Mr. PETER THACHER, for his “ti 

and /pirited Oration, now delivered at their Requeft, in Comme 
‘Yation of the horrid Mas SACRE perpetrated on the Ey vening of ‘the gth o 
Merch, 1770, by a Party of Soldiers of the XX{Xth i Regiment, under ais 
Command of Capt. Thomas Preftot, 
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Sincere Defire to thew my » Refped to the truly worthy Inhcbitante ‘ 

of the Town of BOS TON, alone induced me to deliver the fol- 

lawing Oration ; the fame Motive influences ms in confeuting to is Pride 
Heativn. 

ef an, 
fm oe Genilemba, 
. With the utmoft acl 
om ss meft obedient bumble soe 
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PETER THACHER, a 


MY FRIENDS, 


ww 


yo the ambition of Princes induces them to break over the facred = 
barriers of focial compadt, and to violate thofe rights, which it is their 

‘duty to defend, they will leave no methods uneflayed to bring the people to 

acquiefce in theit-unjuftifiable encroachments, fh ort 


IN this caufe, the pens of venal authors have, in every age, been drawn ; 
With Machievelian fubtilty, they have laboured to perfwade mankind, thet 
their public happinefs confifted in being fubjeé&t to uncontrouled power ; that 
they were incapable of judging Concerning the myfteries of governmest; and 
that it was their intereft to deliver their eftetes, their liberties, and. their’ 
lives, inté the hands of an abfolute Monarch; ee 


? MITER’D hypocrites, and cringing, bafe-fouled Priefts, have impioufly 
dared to inlift the oracles of GODinto the fervice of defpotifm ;, to affert,thae, 
dy the command of the i? lawgiver, we are bound to furrender Ow . 
rights into the hands of the fir old Tyrant, who dares to feize them ; and : 
that when they fo feted it is rebellion aguinft God, and treafon againit she 
Prince, for us to git te refume ies . ‘DEPRAVED 
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DESRAVED as is the humen underftanding, it hath yet ftrength stg 
te difcern the ridiculous falacy of thefe affertions : The votaries of ignorance 
and fuperftition may indeed be impofed upon by them : When we place un 
limited confidence in oar civil or fpiritual fathers, we can fwallow, with eafes 

‘the moft improbable dogmas ; but there are feelings in the human heart, | 


So eee 


‘which compel men to recognize their own rights, to venerate the majefty of 
the people, and to defpife the infult which is,offered to their underftandingss 
by thefe doating abfurdities, Had princes no other methods to accomplifh 
their purpofes, could they not eftablifh their ufurpation, without convincing ~ ° 
mens judgments of their utility, they would be more harmle{s to mankind than 
they have ever yet a esac ? They might be furrounded with the fafcinating gew- 
_gaws of regal pomp; a few parafites might bow the knee before thefe idols o 
their own creating ; she weak and the wicked might obey their mandates ; but 
the baneful influence which they now have upon the interefi>of individuals, 
and of fociety, would come to a period : they would not revel in the fpoils of , 
nations, nor trample upon the ruins of public Liberty. 


CONSCIOUS of this, they have ufed arguments,and pused se ene - 
tirely different from thefe, to effec their defigns ; inftead “of convincing the - 
underftandings, they have addreffed themfelves to the paffions of men: The . 
28 of bribery and corruption have been tried with a fatal fuccefs : Men, We 
know, have fold their children, their country, and their GOD, for a finall.. 
quantity of painted dirt, « which will perio with the ufng.. 


1 


' EXTENSIVE as are the revenues ef princes, they are fill inadequate fo . 
the purpefe,of bribing large communities to fubmit te their pleafare; cor- 
rupting therefore a few, they have overawed th jett ; from {mall beginnings, 
‘and under fpecious pretences, they will raiie.a ftanding military force, the molt”. 
fascefefull engine ever yet weilded by the hand of lawle{s domination, 
| WITH ° 
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WITH foch 2 force, it is eafy for an ambitious prince, poffeffed by nature 
of tery flender abilities, to fubvert every principle of liberty in the conftitcs | 
‘ton of his government, and to render his people the moft abjcét of Mlaves ; if. 
any individual feels the injury done to his country, and wifhes to reftore it te 
a ftate of happinefs, with. a bayonet at his breaft, a dragoon will compel hint 
to filence : If the people, awakened to fee their intereft and their duty, affem- 
ble for the fame purpofe, a military force is at hand to fubdue them, and by 
headen arguments, to convince them of their error. tae a, 


x 


AN eafy talk would it be to enlarge upon the fatal confequences of keep-» 
ing up fuch a ftanding army. in’ time of peace, and’ of quartering a lawlefs - 
body of men, who defpife’ the juf reftraints of civil authority, in free and”: 
‘populous cities: Phat ne veflige of freedom can remain in a fate where fuch, 
a force exifts ; that te morals of the people will be gradually corrupted ; that - 
they will contraé& fuch “an habit of tame fubmiflion, as-to become an eafy.. 
prey to the brutal tyrant who rules them ; hath been heretofore largely and. 
plainly demonftrated, ‘by-perfons fo much more capable of doing it, than he. - 
who is fpeaking, that it would’ be prefamption in him to. attempt it now, 


THERE is no need of recurring to the ancient hiftories off Greece-and 
Rome, for inftances of thefe treths, The Britith nation, once famous for 
its attachment to freedom, and ‘enthufaftically jealous of its rights, is howe - 


become a great tame beaft, which fetches and carries. for any minifter who 
Pleafes to employ. it, 


& 4 
ENGLISHMEN have @.. wont to boaft of the excellence of: their con» 


Miwon; to-boaft that it “Contained whatever was excellent, in every form Of 
government, 
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government, hitherto, by the wit of man devifed ; in. their King,. :whofe 
power was limited, they have afferted that. they enjoyed the advantages of 
Monarchy, without fear of its evils: While their houfe of Commons,’ chofen 
by the fuffiages of the people, and dependant upon them, reprefented a re- 
public ; their houfe of peers, forming a balance of power between the king 
_ and the people, gave them the benefit of an ariftocracy. In theory, theBritith 
conttitution is, on many accounts, excellent; but when we obferve it ‘re: 
duced to practice, when we obferve. the Britifh government, as_ it has been, 
‘fora long‘courfe of years, edminiftered, we muft be convinced that its boafted 
advantages are net real: The management of the public revenue, the appoine- 
ment of civil and military officers, are vefted in the king :° Improving the 
advantages which thefe powers give him, he hath found means to corrupt the 
‘other branches of the legiflature : Britons pleafe themfelves. with the 
thought of being free; their tysant fuffers them to enjoy the shadow, whilft he 
himfelf grafps the fubftance of power. Impoffible' would it have been for 
the kings ef England to have acquired fach an exorbitant power, had they nog 
had a ftanding army under their command’: With the officers of this army they 
have bribed men to facrifice the rights of their country : Having artfully. got 
their arms out of the hands of the people, with their mercenary forces, they 
have awed them into fubmiffion. When they have appeared, at any time, dif- 
pofed to affert their freedom, thefe troops have been ready to obey the man- 
dates of their fovercion, to imbrue their hands in the blood of their brethren: 


we 
—et 


HAVING found the efficacy of this method to quell a fpirit of liberty in 
the people of Great-Britain, the righteous adminiftration of the righteous king, . 
George the third, determined to try the experiment upon the people of “Ames 

ica. To fright us iato fubmiffion to their unjuftifiable claims, they fent a mili- 
tary forec to the town of Bofton. This day leag) us to refle& upon the fatal 
efledis of the meafure ! By their intercourfe with troops, made ‘up in genera} 

of 
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“ = the ‘mol pan ee of men, the somnik of our youth. were e corrupted: 
fernples ‘and the day of our God were feandalonfly prophaned : We set 

~ ged the moft provoking infults; and at length faw the ftreets of Bofton ftrewed 
with the corples of five of ii3 inhabitants, murdered in cool blood, ba teas 
mercenaries, ; sree 


~ THE indigiarie rage which fwelled Your “bole upon this eccafon on, ithe forti- 
~Yade and hamanity which you ‘difcovered, the anguith of the friends and rela- 
*tives of the dezd aud wottnded, with all the horrors of that memorable night, 
‘ have been painted in vivid colours by an HANCOCK and a WARREN : 
1 hey have fhewn the neceflity of ie exertions made ¢ by the town, which de. 
"feted at that time, the ‘defigns of the enemies to American liberty, and prefers 
” ved us, for the’ préfent, frbin the calamities of war. 


| BUT the ‘pal year ‘hath prelented ud wich a “Prapedy thore Aibing’ Bedaue 
“more extenfive, than this + A’ Tragedy, whith more’ plainly proves the fatal 
effects of keeping up ftanding armies "in ‘tine of peace, than any “arguments i! 
“whatfever: We hate feen the ground ctimfoned with the gore of hundreds 
"of our fellow-citizens,—we have feen the firft city in America for wealth aad 
extent, depopulated, we have {cen others deftroyed, and heard our Lavage one; 
_ mnies breathing out thirflings for our blood, 


= 
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RIN DING their atts vo fufeieat to inet, Or their ‘tenia iS bribe the 
people, of America, out of their freedom, the Britifh government determined, by 
force, to fubjugate them te their arbitrary will: In confequence of this determi- 
“fpation, a large party of their ps marched trot: Bofton, oa the morning of the 
~ éyérinemorable nineteenth “a laft, fufhed with the hopes of certain vidtory, 

L © and 
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dnd defying the armies f the —— God, sy broke ra every divine ant 
a poliial obligation ; they seoaet: in —, ; they ied igri American blast: . 
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AROUSED: iy the Heresy injury, like a lion, awaking from bis flea- 
ber, we fprang to arma! we felt ourfelves infpired with the {pirit of our ancef. - 
tort, we heard our brethrens blood crying to us for vengeance, we ruhed inte 
the midft of battle : we compelled our-enemies. to betake themfelves to a dif- 
graceful flight, we purfued them with avidity, and defifted net ti] they took re 
Fuge inthat ¢ city, of which, i traud aad treachery, they. had poffeffed them {elves 


oat a 


 FRUSTING to the divine protefion, from shot wean we determined never al 
“to. theathe the {word,' till we had reparation for ourinjuries, till we had focuredes” ae 
eur own freedom-and the treedom ef our pofterity:: From that hour the dertot 
our-enem:ies hath been furrounded by-an American army,brave and determined : 
although they had before beafted of their foperierity xo all the: troops in the 
world, they have {carcely dared to iettheir feet» out of their’ {trong holds fine® 
. that time ; and inftead of ravaging the American Continentin a fingle campaign’ 
with a fingle regiment, they have preceeded ~———one mile and an be econ : 
conquelt: of it,. i 


‘ 
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THE heights of Charleftown witnefféd to the world, that-Americans, fight 
hg in the caufe of freedom, were a formidable foe: although they were far” 
-tounded by troops, hitherto deemed cinvineible; although'they faw the habita- 
_tions of their countrymen. inveloped with flames ; although the cannon reared 
on every quarter, and they t beheld fcenes of defolstion and bloodfhed, to which » 
bey. were entirely unufed, yet bates initia |) tik fee had compelied their 
3 enemy - 
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» Shemy twice fo retreat, and had expended the whole of their ammynitidn : 
. “Phe Britith forces gained the ground, but they loft the flower of their army, . 
“FROM one end of the continent to’ the other, aferies of fi ucceffes hath at- 
tended the American arms, inflead of having troops of favages poured down to 
"eur frontiers, (which the murderous policy of the tyrant of Britain induced 
‘bim to attempt) we have, through “the favour of Heaven, carried eur vitorious 
"arms into the very bowels of Canada’; inftead of having our ftores and provi- 
fons cut-off by the enemy, we have made important Captures from them : Suc- 
~ sefS hath: crowned-our enterprizes, while difappointment hath followed thofe 
eowhe oppofe us, ee. a of : 


_ THAT elation of {pirit, which is excited by our vidories, is damped by our 
iceling the calamities of war. To hear the expiring greans of our beloved coun- 
trymen ; to behold the flames of our habitations, once the abodes of peace and 

plenty, afcending to Heaven, to {ea ruin and defolation fj pread ever onr fruitful 
villages, mult eccafion fenfations in the highest degree painful. - 
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~ "THIS Day; wpon which the glcomy'feene was firft opened, calls upon wg 

-* to mourn for the Heroes who have already died in the bed of honour, fighting © 
> for-GOD'and their coumry, Ef pecially, does it lead us to recolleétthe name and 

the virtues of General WA RREN? the kind, the humane, the benevolent ” 
“friend, in the private walks’ of. life, the inflexible patriot, the undaunted com. 

ander im his public {phere, Penk recotlefed with gratitude and efteem | 

This 
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: T his audience, acquainted, in the molt intimate manner, veith his uberielt 
virtucs, matt feel his lof, and’ bemoan their beloved, their entrufted fellow: 
citizen? Ah! my countrymen, what tender, what excruciating fenfations rufft at 
once upon our burdened minds, when.we recall his lov'd idea! when we reffe@ 
upon the manner of his*death ; when-we fanty thatwe fee-his favage efemies 
exulting o’er his eorpfe, beautiful even in death ; when we remember that def- 
titste of the rites of fepulture, he was caf into the-ground, without the dif- 
tinGion due to his rank andmerit ; wecannot reftrain the ‘flarting tear, we 
tannet reprefs. the.burfting figh ! We mourn thine exit,illuftrious fhade, with 
undiffembled grief ; we venerate thine exalted charatter; we will ere a mo. - 
Durnent te. thy memory. in each of our. grateful breafte, and to the lateft ages, 
‘will teach our tender ‘infants'to lifp the hame OF WARREN, with veneration 
and applaufe ! - 


‘WHEN we traverfe the Canadian wilds and cote to the. plains | of Abra: 
cham, where WOLFE once fell, we are there again compelled to pay a tribute 
_ to exalted merit, and to lament the fall of the great MONTGOMERY! ! War- 
“omed with a fpirit of patriotifm, too little felt by his venal countrymen, he efpou- 
fed the caufe 6f American freedom : He left domeftic eafe and affluente: He 
gitded on the {word which he had long laid afide, and jeoparded bis life on the 
‘bigh places of the field : Vidory followed his ftandard, fle hover’d o’er his head, 
and crowned it with the laurel wreath: She was jut ready. to hail him tht Con- 
queror of Conada, when the fatal fitters {mapped, in a moment the thread of 
life, and feized, from his eager grafp, the untafted ¢onqueft ! Americans, bear 
witnefs to his humanity and his valour, for he died fighting in your caufe,and the 
caufe of mankind ! let bis memery live in your breafts ; Jet it be handed dowt: 
£0, your pofterity, that millions yet unborn ry rife up eid call hime bleed J 


as | 
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OvtrE tender fedlitits of the human heart ete deeply affetted with the 
_\ | fate’of thefe and the other heroes who have bled and died, shat theie coun. 
_ try may be free: But at the fune ting, fenfations of indignant wrath, are 
excited in the bréalt of evety friend to freedom: He will liften to the 
voice of their blood, which cries alaud to heaven, avd to him for venge- 
ance | He will feel himfelf anitnated with new vigor Ya the glorious caufe: 
Nothing datinted by their untimely fate, he will rufh ‘into the midft of” 
danger, that he may fhare their gloty, and avenge their death! Every. 
idea which can warm and ‘abimate him to glorious déeds, will ruth a 
once upon his mind ; ad when engaged in the warmeft battle, he will 
hear them, from their heaven, urging him to a&tion : He will feel their, 
“fpirits transfufed into His breaft ; he will facrifice whole hecatonrss ‘of their. 
* “Saurderers to their illuftrions manes / | : 


we 


‘INDEED, my countrymen, the people of America have every thing te 
“animate and encourage them in the piefent contelt. Formidable as was once 
“the power of the BritifhLion,he tiath now Joft his teeth; univeifal diffipation, 
“hath taken place of that finplicity of manners, and hardinefs of integrity, for. 

which the nation was once remarkable :The officers of the Britifh army, 
inftead of inuring themfelves to difcipline, and feeking for glory. in the. 

blood-ftained field, with alone to captivate the fofter fex, and triuniph over. 
their virtue. The legiflature of Great-Britain is totally corrupt ; her ad-. 
miniftration is arbitrary and tyrannical ; the people have loft their f{pirit of 
refentment ; and like the moft contemptible of animals, bow the fooulder 

“20 bear and become fervants anto tribute. The national refources sre cut 
off; the is loaded with an intolerable public debt ; the is become the {corm 
of thofe foreigners, to whom PY once terrible ; atid it js cafy to fee, 
that her glory is in the wane. — ~ ) ~ 
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HOW different from.this i, the prefent-Mate of our country ! Deftende 
ed from a, race of hardy anceftors, who loved’ their freedom better> — 
than they loved their liv s ; the Amerizans are jealous of the, Jeaft infringe- - 
ment of their righes ; ftrangers to that luxury, which effeminares the mind - 
and body ; they are ca 


able of enduring incredible hardfhipe ; with eager- 
nefs. they ruth into the field of battle, and brave with coolnefs, every . 
danger: They poffefs a rich and a fruitful country, fufficient to fup- 
ply them with every neceffary and convenience ef life ; they have inex- . 
hauftible refources. for carrying on war, and bid. fair foon to be courted for 
their alliance, by. the proudeft Monarchs of the earth, Their flatefmen. 

"are equal to the alle of forming and defending a free and extenfive empire : 
7) heir Generals are brave and humane, intrepid and prudent, When J name, 
a. WASHINGTON, my audience will feel the juftice of the remark, nang. 
agquit me of the charge of flattery. 


POSSESSED of thefe advantages, we fitould be inexeufable. to God, to. 
 eur-pofterity, to the whole world, if we hefitated, a fingle moment, in ‘dia. 
ipg our right, and repelling the attacks of lawlefs power.. Freedom is offered 
tous, the invites us to accept her bleffings ; driven from the other regions of . 
the globe, fhe wifhes to find an afylum in the wilds of America ;. with open. 
atms, let us receive the perfecuted fair, let us imitate the example of our ve~. 
aerable anceftors, who loved and courted her into thefe defert climes. With. 
determined bravery, Jet-us refift the attacks of her impudent eavifhers ; by _ 
‘fefolution and firmnefs we may defend her from their power, and tranfmit 
hes bleffings to millions upon millions ef our polterity. Let us then aronfe 
te arms ! For, upon our exertions, underGod depends their freedom, upon 
eat-exertions depends the importa t quella whether the rifing — 
— @ America, fall bean empire of flaves or of freemen, 
ails e = ANIMATED. . 
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_ ANIMATED by thefe confiderations, my friends and fellow-citizens, 
Jet us ftrain every nerve in the fervice of our country ! What are our 
lives, when viewed in competition with the happinefs of fuch an empire! 
What is our private intereft, whew oppofed to thatof three millions of men ! 
Let our bofoms glow with warmth of patriotifm ; let us-fatrifice our cafe, 
our fortunes and our lives, that we may fave our eountry. : 

f \ 


THAT a fpirit of public: virtue may tranfeend every private confidera- 
tion, you, the refpeéted inhabitants of the Town ef Belton, have plainly. . 
manifefted : With pleafure you have facrificed what felfith men hold moft 
dear, to faye this oppreffed land! With firmnefs you have-refifted every 
attack of arbitrary power ! Like the fturdy oak, you have ftood unmoved, 
and to you, under God, will be owing the falvation of this extenfive cone - 
tinent, 


WE feel, my beloved friends, our obligations to you! Our hearts con- . 
fefs them,; we cordially wifh it were in our power to reward you for your ~ 
patriotifm ; to reftore you to that cafe and affluence, ef which, for our fakes, 
you have deprived yeurfelves ; it is not. But our morning asd evening 

Petitions to the guardian God ef America fhall-be, that he. will blefs'and- | 
reward you, Ss 


WITH tran{port, my ceuntrymen, let us look forward: to the bright’ 
day, which fhall hail usa free and independant ftate. With earneftnef let 
us inrplore the fargivenefs and the patronage of the Being: of all beings, 
who holds the fate of empires in his hands ! With zeal Jet US exert OU 
felves in» the fervice of our country, in life: And when the earthly fcene 
fall be clofing with us, let us ‘expire with this prayer upon our quiver~: 
‘ing lips, .O GOD, LET ,AMERICA BE FREE! 
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